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From: Chris Philp MP <chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk>
Date: 13/03/2020, 11:29
To: <riddlesdownresidents@gmail.com>
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Dear all
Here is an update on various things that I have been working on locally and na onally on
behalf of our neighbourhood.
Budget 2020 – Great news for the High Street
I was very pleased the Chancellor announced the aboli on of Business Rates for every single
small and medium sized shop for the next year, ahead of a fundamental Business Rates
review. This is a massive boost for high street shops, which they have been crying out for. I
ﬁrst proposed this to Philip Hammond when he was Chancellor a couple of years ago and I
am glad this has now been done. This followed a campaign started by Purley shopkeepers
who raised this with me, and I then campaigned in Parliament and Government to get it
done. We ﬁrst got a one-third cut in Business Rates for small shops, and now we have seen
complete aboli on for the next year!
Purley Skyscraper – update
There was a second Public Inquiry in December for the proposed Purley Skyscraper, a 17
storey tower block that the council’s Labour administra on has previously approved. I spoke
at the this inquiry to oppose the plans (again) and I have been informed that the
independent planning inspector’s report will be published by May this year. I am crossing my
ﬁngers we get the result we all want. I have been against this skyscraper since it was ﬁrst
proposed. It would be totally out of character with the local area and set a terrible
precedent.
A Directly Elected Mayor for Croydon
The resident-led campaign for a Directly Elected Mayor of Croydon (DEMOC) is con nuing
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and I would like to thank everyone who has already printed and signed the pe on. If you
have not already, then you can download the pe on here - h6ps://democ.org.uk/signpe

on?download=2:pe

on A DEM is the only way to make the Council listen to us,

especially on planning issues. Unfortunately, the Council is refusing to accept electronic
copies of the pe on, so please make sure you print the pe on and send it back in hard
copy.
The Council’s leader, who is unsurprisingly against the proposal, has ﬁnally decided to
address the campaign. You can read my full rebu6al of his claims here h6ps://www.chrisphilp.com/how-a-directly-elected-mayor-can-aﬀect-planning/ - however, in
short a Directly Elected Execu ve Mayor would have vital inﬂuence over planning decisions
in the borough, and help put a stop to the planning madness.
Coronavirus
I have received a lot of correspondence from residents about Coronavirus / COVID-19. The
Government is ac ng on the best medical and scien ﬁc advice which will be updated on a
regular basis. In any event, it is vital for everyone to regularly wash their hands with soap and
hot water for at least 20 seconds. Only call 111 if you cannot get informa on online. I have
met with the CEO of Croydon University Hospital (Mayday) to discuss his plans to deal with
Covid in Croydon and I will be monitoring the situa on closely. In the mean me I am
suspending my tours of Parliament.

I met with Ma6hew Kershaw, the CEO of Croydon University Hospital, to discuss what
measures are being taken to combat the Coronavirus.
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Lily Pad Appeal
Local charity the Lily Pad Appeal is launching its Great Croydon 5k, a ﬁve kilometre park walk
to raise £750,000 for a Children’s Oncology Unit at Croydon University Hospital. If you would
like to take part in this important fundraiser, there are more details here:
www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk/lily-pad The Great Croydon 5k Sponsored Walk will be in
Lloyd Park, and entrants will be asked to pay £5. The run will take place on 7th June.
Parks Protec$on Pledge
I recently signed the Parks Protec on Pledge for our green areas. It’s vital that we con nue to
protect our green areas, especially in Croydon where the Labour Council has repeatedly
looked to lower their protec on status. You can read more about the Parks Protec on Pledge
here - h6p://www.ﬁeldsintrust.org/pledge
Stopping the automa$c release of terrorists
Last month I took a Bill through the House of Commons to prevent the automa c release of
terrorist oﬀenders before they reach the end of their sentences. A video of part of my speech
is here:

More informa on is at www.chrisphilp.com.
Best wishes,
Chris
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Chris Philp
Member of Parliament for Croydon South
P.S. You can keep up with what I've been doing from day to day at www.chrisphilp.com
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You have received this newsle6er from Chris Philp aIer providing him or the
Croydon Conserva ves with your contact details.
You can choose to stop receiving these emails at any me, by selec ng the
'unsubscribe' bu6on below.
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Want to help me in the
cons$tuency?
Have an idea for a project?
E-mail
croydonconserva ves@tory.org
and I'll get back to you as soon
as I can.
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