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From: Chris Philp MP <chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk>
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To: <philgthomas@googlemail.com>
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Dear All,
A er a two-year campaign, we yesterday found out what the decision on the Purley
Skyscraper was: it has been rejected!
The Skyscraper plan was for a 17 ﬂoor building on the site just opposite Pizza Express on
Purley Cross. At 17 ﬂoors, it was ﬁve -mes the height of most buildings in Purley and totally
out of keeping. It only had around 30 parking spaces for 220 ﬂats, only around 20% of the
ﬂats were designated “aﬀordable” and it may have set a precedent for other tall towers in
Purley. It would have changed the character of Purley.
That is why I joined with seven local Residents’ Associa-ons and local councillors from the
neighbourhood to ﬁght the applica-on. Over 11,000 local people signed my pe--on
opposing the skyscraper. But in late 2016, Croydon’s Labour-run council ignored local people
and gave the skyscraper planning consent anyway (they are currently giving out planning
consents indiscriminately across the Borough).
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Chris with campaigners opposing the skyscraper

Thankfully, the then Conserva-ve Secretary of State, Sajid Javid, “Called In” the planning
applica-on to be looked at again by a Planning Inspector. This is a power the Secretary of
State has for large planning applica-ons.
This triggered a public enquiry in January 2018, during which I was cross-examined for over 2
hours by the developer’s top planning QC. Phil Thomas of Riddlesdown Residents
Associa-on, assisted by six other local Residents Associa-ons (Sanderstead, Coulsdon West,
Old Coulsdon, Coulsdon East, HADRA and KENDRA), made representa-ons throughout the
week-long hearing – where they were also up against two top planning QCs. I would like to
thank Phil and the team for the amazing job they did at those hearings.
A er an 11 month wait, we ﬁnally heard the decision yesterday: the applica-on was
rejected! The full decision no-ce and associated documents can be found here:
hGps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads
/aGachment_data/ﬁle/761128/18-12-03_DL_Annexes_IR_-_Russell_Hill_Road_3174139.pdf
I am delighted by this decision. It shows that at long last someone is listening to local people
in our neighbourhood. This was a terrible planning applica-on that would have spoiled our
neighbourhood. The Labour council let us all down by ignoring our views.
There is a right of appeal for the developer on narrow procedural grounds (they have to
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show due process was not followed), which I hope would prove fu-le if aGempted.
The site does need developing, and I would be happy to support an appropriate scheme to
provide ameni-es and housing for local people there. But 17 ﬂoor skyscrapers do not ﬁt with
Purley.
Croydon’s Labour-run council has been ignoring local residents for too long – gran-ng
inappropriate planning applica-ons indiscriminately (they approve around 90% of all
applica-ons that come to planning commiGee). There are plenty of town centre and
brownﬁeld sites in Croydon (especially Croydon town centre) and across London that should
be developed ﬁrst.
It took ac-on by the Government to stop the Council in this case. I will return to the wider
ques-on of what we can do about the planning problem in Croydon later – but thought you
would appreciate hearing this great news now.
Best wishes,

Chris Philp
Member of Parliament for Croydon South
P.S. You can keep up with what I've been doing from day to day at www.chrisphilp.com
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You have received this newsleGer from Chris Philp a er providing him or the
Croydon Conserva-ves with your contact details.
You can choose to stop receiving these emails at any -me, by selec-ng the
'unsubscribe' buGon below.
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Want to help me in the
cons tuency?
Have an idea for a project?
E-mail
croydonconserva-ves@tory.org
and I'll get back to you as soon
as I can.
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